Message from the President   Posted: July 10, 2005
 

Thanks to all residents who participated in our recent survey.  Yes, that "pre-paid return postage" was a typo. The survey's purpose was to gauge community support for adding city water & sewer service to our area, and (since it will not be free) whether the majority favors a county MSBU program (where you get the service now and it's paid off as a 10-year tax add-on by each household) or if the community wants to wait and risk higher, mandated costs later on.  Of course, there's the option to keep the status quo, with septic leach-out, aging wells and untested well water quality.  As promised, we are not saddling our area with anything the majority does not want.  But we asked everyone to consider their water future, as to do an MSBU program, the majority of households (67%+) would have to sign consent. We're leaving the water future choices in YOUR hands. For more information on how an MSBU works follow this link.  http://www.seminolecountyfl.gov/fs/msbu/ 
 

 

The previous board had investigated costs and met with St. Johns water management, Utilities, Inc. and our county officials-- -they even had agents attend our annual meeting back on March 19.  Ballpark prices of total city/sewer conversion ranged from $550K to over $3 million.  Additional hydrants were also in these discussions. Subdivision developers typically front these costs and then those who move in get the costs shifted over to them. Because total costs vary depending on who you talk to and when, we could not pinpoint exact amounts in the survey.  Doubtless the costs will be heftier than any of us want, and will go up, depending on how long we wait.  The gist was to see how you feel about the water issue right now-- convert it, or rely only on wells.  We know most folks don't want to eliminate wells, as they irrigate this way.  FYI, you can have city water and still retain wells.   Please feel free to input on our website's message board.
 

In our area's case, development was almost two generations ago, this was rural area at the time, and keeping with well water was over the long haul the easiest way to go.  Now we find ourselves on the downside of having waited so long.  That's not to say everyone agrees to abandon well water.  Many actually prefer it.  Nor do they welcome a water bill every month and water regulation.  But it would seem to be coming, government-mandated eventually, despite any hopes to the contrary.  That's why your board wants to be informed and lead the way, for the good of all.  
 

The survey results gave no strong push in either direction.  We will have to go door to door and see how you really feel. The board is trying yet again to get much more detail on costs.  When we do, please have your opinion ready for our volunteers.  
City Water Survey
 

We're getting closer to a new boat ramp.  The board has asked for updated costs since the last bids, and with a brisk door-to-door fundraising campaign, we just may be able to launch at least phase one of this project before too much longer.  We're hoping for generous donations to launch this long-due project, and still want to memorialize donors on site with an enduring plaque.  What do you think?  Let's have your input on this on our website's message board.  
Boat Ramp Survey     
 

The Lake Doctors want a sizeable increase (over 20%) to continue monthly canal spraying.  They cite increased fuel costs. We plan to negotiate.  (Too bad we can't negotiate at the gas pump!).   
 

The porta-john facility at the beach park seems to be a success.  Thanks to Chuck Hiley, for securing it, and also for greatly improving the children's play set at the beach, which needed repairs.  Big thanks, Chuck, for your community
spirit!  
 

Our best wishes to Ernie Hire, who recently sustained serious injury, and to Karla Dunning, who's on the mend after recent surgery.  
 

July's yard of the month goes to John and Debbie Rinehart at 2470 Oak Drive.  Their yards are always beautiful, so this  notice is long-deserved.  
 

On a related note, we'd like to see the area stay as beautiful as possible and keep its standards high.  To do this, the following things need to just go away:  huge commercial trash dumpsters that sit in front yards literally month after month (some for literally years), piles of discarded junk laying for weeks in the rain, carports full of unused junk.  County code knows about all these problems when they do their routine drive-throughs.  Wouldn't it be great if everyone respected their neighbors enough to either simply haul away their junk, or store it in the backyard, out of plain sight?  Long-neglected debris advertises the mindset and character of the person that lets it lay there, for all to see.     
 

As I write this, Hurricane Dennis is a category 4 and mere hours from slamming the Panhandle.  It sobers us up as we think of future "bullets" we may have to dodge.  With that in mind, let's all be the best neighbors ever to each other, because someday we may need each other.  
 

John Goring
CAWLB president
7/10/2005   
